
S P OT L I G H T
CHI Centers Receives
$100,000 from The
Jones Foundation

C H I Centers  was awarded $100,000 f rom
The Jones Foundat ion to  cont inue i ts

suppor t  o f  The Jones Center  and the agency 's
1-2-3 Speak augmentat ive communicat ion
program.  The Jones Foundat ion announced
that  th is  was the largest  foundat ion bequest
to  any non-prof i t  agency dur ing ca lendar
year  2007.   CHI  Centers  is  very apprec iat ive
of  the cont inued suppor t  o f  The Jones
Foundat ion and wants to  express i ts  apprec i-
a t ion for  the act iv i t ies  that  i ts  a l lows CHI
Centers to  prov ide to  i ts  program par t ic i-
pants .   Th is  year 's  foundat ion a l locat ion wi l l
a l low CHI Centers  to  expand i ts  speech
augumentat ive program known as 1-2-3
Speak.   Th is  ind iv idual ized speech program
can be customized to  any ind iv idual  program
part ic ipant  assoc iated wi th  CHI  Centers  and
Inwood House.  Specia l  operat ing funds for
The Jones Center  wi l l  a l low th is  fac i l i ty  to
prov ide communi ty  excurs ions and specia l
act iv i t ies  to  the program par t ic ipants  of  The
Jones Center.   CHI  Centers  would l ike to
thank The Jones Foundat ion for  the i r  recog-
n i t ion of  the specia l  act iv i t ies  offered by our
agency.
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60th Anniversary
Activities Planned

D u r i n g  f i s c a l  y e a r  2 0 0 8  C H I  C e n t e r s
w i l l  b e  c e l e b r a t i n g  i t s  6 0 t h  a n n i v e r-

s a r y.   W h a t  a n  u n i q u e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  o u r
a g e n c y  t o  r e c o g n i z e  i t s  m a n y  a c c o m p l i s h-
m e n t s  o v e r  t h e s e  6 0  y e a r s .   C H I  C e n t e r s
w a s  s t a r t e d  6 0  y e a r s  a g o  i n  1 9 4 8  b y
p a r e n t s  o f  r e l a t i v e s  w i t h  c e r e b r a l  p a l s y
w h o  w e r e  w i t h o u t  s e r v i c e s .   T h e s e  p a r e n t s
o rg a n i z e d  a  r e c r e a t i o n  p r o g r a m  a n d  p u r-
c h a s e d  a  v a n  t h a t  c o u l d  b e g i n  t o  s u p p o r t
t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s .   O v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  C H I
C e n t e r s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ,
e m p l o y m e n t ,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  r e c r e a t i o n ,  t r a n s-
p o r t a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  t o  i n d i v i d u-
a l s  w h o  r e s i d e  i n  M o n t g o m e r y,  P r i n c e
G e o rg e ' s  a n d  H o w a r d  C o u n t i e s .   T h e  6 0 t h
A n n i v e r s a r y  C o m m i t t e e  i s  c h a i r e d  b y
R o g e r  M a r c o t t e  a n d  h o n o r a r y  c h a i r s  a r e
C o n n i e  M o r e l l a  a n d  I d a  R u b e n .   T h e
c l i m a x  t o  C H I  C e n t e r s '  6 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y
w i l l  b e  a  f a m i l y  p i c n i c  o n  J u n e  2 8 ,  2 0 0 8  a t
t h e  H i l l a n d a l e  C e n t e r.   T h e r e  w i l l  b e
a m p l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  C H I
C e n t e r s '  c o n s t i t u e n t s  t o  c e l e b r a t e  o u r  r i c h
h i s t o r y  a n d  t o  c e l e b r a t e  o u r  s e r v i c e s  a n d
s u p p o r t s  t o  p e o p l e  w i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  d i s-
a b i l i t i e s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .   M a r k  y o u r
c a l e n d a r  t o d a y  f o r  J u n e  2 8 ,  2 0 0 8 !
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The Department of Housing and Urban
Development recently surveyed Inwood House.

Based on the criteria that is used by the
Department of Housing and Urban Development,
Inwood House received an excellent rating.

Inwood House Receives
Excellent Rating

Hillandale
Renovations are
Making a Difference

H ank Crowley,  Chair  of  CHI Centers '
Faci l i ty  Steer ing Commit tee, is report-

ing that the Hi l landale renovat ion project  is
one year old.   Construct ion progress has
been completed in al l  of  the wings except
the A-wing.

The A-wing is under demol i t ion and should
be completed by the end of  March, 2008.
Hank reports that  the renovat ions have
included new bui ld ing systems, cei l ing and
f loor t i les,  paint ing and accessibi l i ty  and
energy conservat ion projects.  S&J Service is
serving as the general  contractor.   The
agency is working with funding agencies to
provide an array of  new services at  the
Hi l landale Center.   An open house is being
planned as part  of  the agency's 60th
anniversary act iv i t ies.

During the month of January 2008 CHI Centers
began to provide custodial support to the

campus of the Food and Drug Administration.  CHI
Centers will begin to provide pre-cleaning services
to the new facilities.  This cleaning service should
continue as the Food and Drug Administration
employees move into their new facilities.  CHI
Centers has advocated for a number of years for
employment opportunities for our program partici-
pants at the Food and Drug campus.  A number of
other employment options are being explored
between CHI Centers and the Food and Drug
Administration. 

Custodial Support to
the Food and Drug
Administration

Surveyors review resident files, certification
records, facility and maintenance issues and finan-
cial records.  The surveyors in their exit conference
reported that Inwood House is well run and is a
model Section 8 contract site. The surveyors recog-
nized the unique opportunity Inwood House
provides to its residents who are disabled and are in
need of accessible housing with additional supports.
Congratulations to Inwood House and the staff who
provide the needed oversight!

CHI Centers is asking its parents and caregivers
who use CHI Centers' transportation vehicles

to support the 2008 transportation pledge.  The
pledge form can be sent back to CHI Centers at
10501 New Hampshire Avenue, Silver Spring,
Maryland 20903.  The pledges received by CHI
Centers allow our agency to support the continued
curb-to curb transportation program.  CHI Centers
does not receive sufficient funds from its funding
agencies to support this level of transportation
support.  Any pledge amount you can provide on an
annual or monthly basis is greatly appreciated and
allows the agency to support our program partici-
pants.

2008 Transportation
Pledge Program

Old Boiler being demolished in May 2007
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Adult Program at
Tenbrook Expands

CHI Centers' Adult Program at Tenbrook
continues to expand as the population of

students ages out of their local school systems.
The Adult Program at Tenbrook is a program
that serves the more medically fragile popula-
tion that needs medical and specialized
services.  Mamie Price, the Administrator of the
Adult Program at Tenbrook, plans for a variety
of program options for her program partici-
pants. A key program element is community
activities where program participants are
allowed to experience leisure time, cultural and
recreational activities.  For more information
about the Adult Program at Tenbrook, call
Mamie Price at 301-593-8822 or email Mamie
at mprice@chicenters.org.

The Jones Center to
Expand Space For
Program Participants

The Jones Center, an adult program of CHI
Centers, located in Montgomery Village,

has acquired additional space based on the relo-
cation of a commercial tenant.  The entire lower
level of The Jones Center will now be occupied
by CHI Centers that will allow for an expansion
of program participants.  The Jones Center is
experiencing a new group of program partici-
pants who now reside in the upper Montgomery
County area.

John O'Brien, Administrator of The Jones
Center, is looking for more contract work to
support the program participants of The Jones
Center.  If you know of any business who could
use an intensive support of individuals for
mailing and collating, please call John O'Brien
at 240-631-2637 or jobrien@chicenters.org.

Holiday Activities
Around CHI Centers
and Inwood House

This past holiday season CHI Centers and
Inwood House were abound in holiday

activities.  Each program area  celebrated the
holiday season with special activities and
programs.   A very special holiday luncheon
was celebrated by the Ladies League for both
program participants and employees on
December 19, 2007.  The League of Volunteers
for Exceptional People sponsored the annual
holiday dance for CHI Centers and Inwood
House program participants.  A special holiday
program was also sponsored by the Inwood
House Board of Directors and staff for its resi-
dents.  Special thanks to all of the CHI Centers
members who supported both the Thanksgiving
and winter holiday food basket drives.  Over 20
food baskets were provided to program partici-
pants and their family members.

CHI Centers Employees
Support the 2007
United Way Campaign

A gain this year the CHI Centers employees
were generous with their support of the

United Way campaign.  The employees under-
stand the importance of the United Way and
their generous support of our agency is evident
because of their designated contributions and
community funds.  CHI Centers’employees
contributed $4,500 to the 2007 United Way
campaign.  Thank you to our employees for
their generosity for their United Way support.

Mark Your Calendar

CHICenters’ Eleventh Golf Tournament
May 9,2008

Hampshire Greens Golf Course
Please support our

Bingo by volun teering!



4

Ability One (NISH)
Surveys CHI Centers
Federal Contract Sites

Recently Ability One (formerly known as
NISH) surveyed CHI Centers to assure

compliance with federal policies and procedures
regarding the contracts CHI Centers has with
the federal government who employs people
with developmental disabilities.  The two-day
survey looked at program participant files,
payroll records and agency policies and proce-
dures.  Ability One was very satisfied with the
way CHI Centers continues to provide produc-
tive employment opportunities for its program
participants in federal work sites.  The federal
government currently contracts with CHI
Centers at the Naval Surface Warfare Center at
Carderock, several United States Army Reserve
Centers in the Washington and Baltimore area,
and the Food and Drug Administration White
Oak campus.  Ability One complemented CHI
Centers on its policies and procedures and the
productive wages paid to its program partici-
pants.

sion of a community-based program, CHICenters,
Inc., (Supporting people with disabilities since
1948).  The staff of non-profit organizations, such
as CHI Centers, have received only marginal
increases in wages over the past seven years.
Inflation has risen 15.5% and Maryland State
employees working in similar facilities have
received increases totaling 28.5% over the same
period.  The low wages paid to community-based
care providers has resulted in constant staff
turnover, unfunded staff recruitment and training
costs, and most importantly, financial hardships
for workers who wish to care for our family
members and loved ones.

I urge you to recognize the importance of these
services and the dedication of those persons who
care for citizens with developmental disabilities.
They are truly special individuals with tough jobs.

As you develop the State’s FY 09 budget, I urge
you to provide funding in the proposed FY 09
budget to include a COLAas provided in SB447.

Thank you for your consideration in this crucial
matter.

Please write to your legislators to support this
important issue.

2008 Legislative
Session

This will be a difficult 2008 Maryland leg-
islative session based on the state-of-the-

state budget.  CHI Centers is asking its
members to write to their legislators to support
a cost of living adjustment for its direct care
support staff.  This is the agency's priority leg-
islative issue during the current session.  A
sample letter written by a CHI Centers family
member can be formatted for your use.

Dear Governor O’Malley:

As you know, in 2006 SB447 was passed by the
Maryland General Assembly.  SB447 provides for
a cost of living adjustment (COLA) for communi-
ty-based service providers serving persons with
developmental disabilities.

My daughter is dependent upon the service provi-

CHI Centers
Membership Campaign
Underway

CHI Centers’2008 membership campaign is
underway.  Your support of CHI Centers in

this way is very important.  Please complete the
CHI Centers membership campaign application
and mail to to CHI Centers, 10501 New
Hampshire Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland
20903.  Your support is greatly appreciated.

League of Volunteers for Exceptional People
BINGO Games

Tuesday BINGO begins at 7:15pm
Saturday BINGO begins at 7:00pm

Hillandale Center Cafeteria
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Special 60th Anniversary Concert Step Afrika! A Step Afrika! dancer with our participants

2007 Special Events

Canopy Construction in July, 2007 Canopy Construction in November, 2007

New Year’s Eve Bingo Night
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Dates to remember ...

CHI Centers receives support from the Montgomery County Department of Family Resources and
the Prince George’s County Department of Family Services in fiscal year 2008.

January 16, 2008 Board of Directors Meeting
Hillandale Cafeteria  7:00 p.m.

January 21 , 2008 Martin Luther King’s Birthday Observation
Offices and Day Programs Closed.

February 18 , 2008 President’s Day - Inservice Day for Day Programs

February 20 , 2008 Board of Directors Meeting
Hillandale Cafeteria  7:00 p.m.

Mar ch  14 , 2008 Hexagon Annual Revue 
at the Duke Ellington School of the Arts

Mar ch 19, 2008 Board of Directors Meeting 
Hillandale Cafeteria  7:00 p.m.

April 5, 2008 Spring Flea Market at Hillandale Cafeteria
8:30 am - 1:30 pm


