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GCHI Centers Receives
$100,000 from The
Jones Foundation

HI Centers was awarded $100,000 from
The Jones Foundation to continue its
support ofThe Jones Center and the agency's

1-2-3 Speak augmentative communication
program. The Jones Foundation announced
that this was the lgyest foundation bequest
to any non-profit agency during calendar
year 2007. CHI Centers is very appreciative
of the continued support ofhe Jones
Foundation and wants to express its appfeci
ation for the activities that its allows CHI
Centers to provide to its program partici
pants. This year's foundation allocation will
allow CHI Centers to expand its speech
augumentative program known as 1-2-3
Speak. This individualized speech program
can be customized to any individual program
participant associated with CHI Centers and
Inwood House. Special operating funds for
The Jones Center will allow this facility to
provide community excursions and special
activities to the program participants dhe
Jones Center CHI Centers would like to
thank The Jones Foundation for their recog
nition of the special activities 6éred by our
agency

Winter 2008

60th Anniversary
Activities Planned

uring fiscal year 2008 CHI Centers

will be celebrating its 60th anniver
sary. What an unique opportunity for our
agency to recognize its many accomplish
ments over these 60 years. CHI Centers
was started 60 years ago in 1948 by
parents of relatives with cerebral palsy
who were without services.These parents
organized a recreation program and pur
chased a van that could begin to support
these individuals. Over the years, CHI
Centers has increased vocational training,
employment, residential, recreation, trans
portation and support services to individu
als who reside in MontgomeryPrince
George's and Howard CountiesThe 60th
Anniversary Committee is chaired by
Roger Marcotte and honorary chairs are
Connie Morella and Ida RubenThe
climax to CHI Centers' 60th anniversary
will be a family picnic on June 28, 2008 at
the Hillandale Center There will be
ample opportunities for all of the CHI
Centers' constituents to celebrate our rich
history and to celebrate our services and
supports to people with developmental dis
abilities and their families. Mark your
calendar today fodune 28, 2008!
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Old Boiler being demolished in May 2007
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"Hillandale
Renovations are
Making a Difference

ank Crowley Chair of CHI Centers'

Facility Steering Committee, is report
ing that the Hillandale renovation project is
one year old. Construction progress has
been completed in all of the wings except
the A-wing.

The A-wing is under demolition and should
be completed by the end of March, 2008.
Hank reports that the renovations have
included new building systems, ceiling and
floor tiles, painting and accessibility and
enegy conservation projects. S&J Service is
serving as the general contractofhe
agency is working with funding agencies to
provide an array of new services at the
Hillandale Center An open house is being
planned as part of the agency's 60th
anniversary activities.

'Inwood House Recelves
Excellent Rating

he Department of Housing and Urban

Development recently surveyed Inwood House.

Based on the criteria that is used by the
Department of Housing and Urban Development,
Inwood House received an excellent rating.

Surveyors review resident files, certification

records, facility and maintenance issues and finan
cial records. The surveyors in their exit conference
reported that Inwood House is well run and is a
model Section 8 contract sit€he surveyors recog
nized the unique opportunity Inwood House
provides to its residents who are disabled and are in
need of accessible housing with additional supports.
Congratulations to Inwood House and the fsidio
provide the needed oversight!

Custodial Support to
the Food and Drug
Administration

uring the month of January 2008 CHI Centers

began to provide custodial support to the
campus of the Food and Drégiministration. CHI
Centers will begin to provide pre-cleaning services
to the new facilities.This cleaning service should
continue as the Food and DrAgministration
employees move into their new facilities. CHI
Centers has advocated for a number of years for
employment opportunities for our program pattici
pants at the Food and Drug campuésnumber of
other employment options are being explored
between CHI Centers and the Food and Drug
Administration.

'2008 Transportation
Pledge Program

HI Centers is asking its parents and caregivers

who use CHI Centers' transportation vehicles
to support the 2008 transportation pled@éne
pledge form can be sent back to CHI Centers at
10501 New Hampshiravenue, Silver Spring,
Maryland 20903.The pledges received by CHI
Centers allow our agency to support the continued
curb-to curb transportation program. CHI Centers
does not receive sfigient funds from its funding
agencies to support this level of transportation
support. Any pledge amount you can provide on an
annual or monthly basis is greatly appreciated and
allows the agency to support our program pattici
pants.
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Adult Program at
Tenbrook Expands

HIl Centers’Adult Program afTenbrook
continues to expand as the population of

students ages out of their local school systems.

The Adult Program afTenbrook is a program
that serves the more medically fragile popula
tion that needs medical and specialized
services. Mamie Price, thedministrator of the
Adult Program afTenbrook, plans for a variety
of program options for her program partici
pants.A key program element is community
activities where program participants are
allowed to experience leisure time, cultural and
recreational activities. For more information
about theAdult Program afTenbrook, call
Mamie Price at 301-593-8822 or email Mamie
at mprice@chicenters.gr

='I'he Jones Center to
Expand Space For
Program Participants

he Jones Centernn adult program of CHI
Centers, located in MontgomeBMjillage,

has acquired additional space based on the-relo

cation of a commercial tenanfThe entire lower
level of The Jones Center will now be occupied
by CHI Centers that will allow for an expansion
of program participantsThe Jones Center is
experiencing a new group of program parici
pants who now reside in the upper Montgomery
County area.

John O'Brien Administrator ofThe Jones
Center is looking for more contract work to
support the program participants ©he Jones
Center If you know of any business who could
use an intensive support of individuals for
mailing and collating, please call John O'Brien
at 240-631-2637 or jobrien@chicentergor

Please support our
Bingo by volunteering!

=Holiday Activities
Around CHI Centers
and Inwood House

his past holiday season CHI Centers and

Inwood House were abound in holiday
activities. Each program area celebrated the
holiday season with special activities and
programs. A very special holiday luncheon
was celebrated by the Ladies League for both
program participants and employees on
December 19, 2007The League oWolunteers
for Exceptional People sponsored the annual
holiday dance for CHI Centers and Inwood
House program participantsA special holiday
program was also sponsored by the Inwood
House Board of Directors and stdbr its rest
dents. Special thanks to all of the CHI Centers
members who supported both tlibanksgiving
and winter holiday food basket drives. Over 20
food baskets were provided to program pakrtici
pants and their family members.

'CHI Centers Employees
Support the 2007
United Way Campaign

gain this year the CHI Centers employees

were generous with their support of the
United Way campaign.The employees under
stand the importance of the Unit&day and
their generous support of our agency is evident
because of their designated contributions and
community funds. CHI Center€mployees
contributed $4,500 to the 2007 Unit&day
campaign. Thank you to our employees for
their generosity for their UniteWay support.

Mark Your Calendar

CHICenters Heventh Golf Tournamernt
May 9,2008
Hampshie Geens ®If Course
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" Ability One (NISH)
Surveys CHI Centers
Federal Contract Sites

ecentlyAbility One (formerly known as
NISH) surveyed CHI Centers to assure

compliance with federal policies and procedures

regarding the contracts CHI Centers has with
the federal government who employs people
with developmental disabilitiesThe two-day
survey looked at program participant files,
payroll records and agency policies and proce
dures. Ability One was very satisfied with the
way CHI Centers continues to provide produc
tive employment opportunities for its program
participants in federal work sitesThe federal
government currently contracts with CHI
Centers at the Naval Surfadearfare Center at
Carderock, several Unitedt&@esArmy Reserve
Centers in thaVashington and Baltimore area,
and the Food and DruggdministrationWhite
Oak campus.Ability One complemented CHI
Centers on its policies and procedures and the
productive wages paid to its program parici
pants.

2008 Legislative
Session

his will be a dificult 2008 Maryland leg

islative session based on the state-of-the-
state budget. CHI Centers is asking its
members to write to their legislators to support
a cost of living adjustment for its direct care
support staff This is the agency's priority leg
islative issue during the current sessioA.
sample letter written by a CHI Centers family
member can be formatted for your use.

Dear Governor O’Malley:

As you knowin 2006 SB447 was passed by the
Maryland GeneralAssembly SB447 povides for
a cost of living adjustment (COLA) for communi
ty-based serice pioviders seving persons with
developmental disabilities.

My daughter is dependent upon the\see povi-

sion of a community-based ggram, CHICenters,
Inc., (Suppoting people with disabilities since
1948). The staff of non-pfit organizations, such
as CHICenters, haveeaceived only mayinal
increases in wages over the past seven years.
Inflation has risen 15.5% and Mgland Sate
employees working in similar facilities have
received inceases totaling 28.5% over the same
period. The low wages paid to community-based
care providers has esulted in constant staff
turnover unfunded staffecruitment and training
costs, and most imptantly, financial hadships
for workers who wish to carfor our family
members and loved ones.

| urge you to ecognize the impdance of these
sewices and the dedication of those persons who
care for citizens with developmental disabilities.
They ae truly special individuals with tough jobs.

As you develop thet&e’s FY 09 budget, | ge
you to povide funding in the prposed FY 09
budget to include a COLAs povided in SB447.

Thank you for your consideration in thisumial
matter

Please write to your legislators to support this
important issue.

'CHI Centers
Membership Campaign
Underway

Hl Centers’2008 membership campaign is

underway Your support of CHI Centers in
this way is very important. Please complete the
CHI Centers membership campaign application
and mail to to CHI Centers, 10501 New
HampshireAvenue, Silver Spring, Maryland
20903. Your support is greatly appreciated.

4 )

League of Volunteers for Exceptional People
BINGO Games

Tuesday BINGO begins at 7:15pm
Saturday BINGO begins at 7:00pm
Hillandale Center Cafeteria
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2007 Special Events

Special 60th Anniversary Concert Step Afrikal A Step Afrika! dancer with our participants

Canopy Construction in July 2007 Canopy Construction in November, 2007

New Year’s Eve Bingo Night
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o> Dates D remember ...

Board of Directors Meeting
Hillandale Cafeteria 7:00 p.m.

Martin Luther Kings Birthday Observation
Offices and Day Programs Closed.

Presidens Day - Inservice Day for Day Programs

Board of Directors Meeting
Hillandale Cafeteria 7:00 p.m.

HexagornAnnual Revue
at the Duke Ellington School of tiAets

Board of Directors Meeting
Hillandale Cafeteria 7:00 p.m.

Spring Flea Market at Hillandale Cafeteria
8:30 am - 1:30 pm

CHI Centers receives support from the Montgomery County Department of Family Resources and
the Prince Gege’s County Department of Family Services in fiscal year 2008.
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